VITERBO UNIVERSITY

2017–2018

Schedule of Events

Make your
reservations
early for best
seating.

Programs, artists,
and dates are
subject to
change.

Ronald McDonald® Arts for
Young America School Series 2017–2018
Mission
Viterbo University’s Ronald McDonald Arts for
Young America Program strives to provide a
quality arts experience for school-age children
through opportunities in theatre, music, dance,
and visual art in a variety of formats and venues.

To Order Tickets
You must order online at www.viterbo.edu/aya. Click the Order Tickets button. You
must fill out a separate order form for each performance you wish to attend.

Payment Information
Full payment is due Oct. 2, 2017 for reservations made prior to the start of the 2017–18
school year. For reservations made during the school year, full payment is due one
month prior to the date of the performance. If you are applying for an Arts for All award
(see p. 3), your invoice due date will be adjusted.

Reminders
You will receive a confirmation email, invoice attached, within 10 days of your order.
You receive one complimentary ticket for every 10 you purchase; we will calculate this
upon receipt of your order. You may use these complimentary tickets for students or
adults.
Study guides and performance day information are available at www.viterbo.edu/aya.

Contact
Beth Franklin
Arts Education Coordinator
608-796-3735
aya@viterbo.edu
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Seating Assignments

Group Ticket Policy

Seating location is determined by three
criteria: a group’s special accommodation
needs, the date the initial reservation is
made, and if payment is received by the
due date stated on the invoice.

The ticket prices listed for the
performances are for school groups and
are made possible through a generous
grant from Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Western Wisconsin and
Southeastern Minnesota. Orders for
non-school groups under 10 seats per
performance do not meet the criteria for
this reduced cost and are charged at a
higher rate.

Refund Policy

All sales are final. If you experience a
significant reduction in the number of
seats needed and notify us of the change
eight weeks prior to the performance, we
will issue a refund for the unused seats.
You may revise your numbers up to one
week prior to the performance.

Special Accommodations

Upon your order, communicate any
special needs your students have
(wheelchairs, walkers, no stairs, visual
or hearing impairment, etc.) so we can
seat your group appropriately. Because
of limited ability to accommodate these
needs, we must have this information
upon order, or at least two weeks
prior to the performance. If you will
bring a hearing impaired student who
requires an ASL interpreter but are not
able to provide the ASL interpreter,
inform us at least one month prior to
the performance to allow us to make
appropriate arrangements.

Inclement Weather

If Viterbo University cancels a
performance due to inclement weather,
we will do our best to reschedule
it. If you are unable to attend the
rescheduled date, we will issue a refund.
If you need to reduce the number of
seats for the new date, we will refund the
difference. If you are unable to attend a
performance due to your school’s delay
or cancellation, we will make every
attempt to exchange your order for
another age-appropriate performance. If
your group is unable to attend another
performance, we will review requests for
refunds on a case-by-case basis.

Concerned About the Cost?

then your school may apply for up to a 50%
discount off the price of your tickets.

The Arts for All (AFA) program was developed
by Viterbo University with financial assistance
from Ronald McDonald House Charities
of Western Wisconsin and Southeastern
Minnesota in an effort to assist economically
disadvantaged children and make the
arts more accessible to local children. It is
Viterbo’s goal to make sure every child has the
opportunity to experience the arts, regardless
of his or her economic background.

During the 2016–17 academic year, Viterbo
was able to assist over 4,300 students, totaling
almost $11,800 through the AFA program.
Since the start of this program in 2003, Viterbo
has helped 43,572 students, totaling $104,364.
For AFA information, contact Beth Franklin,
arts education coordinator, at 608-796-3735 or
aya@viterbo.edu.

With the AFA assistance program, teachers
may apply for a reduction in ticket cost based
on their school’s percentage of free or reduced
lunches. For example, if 50% of the students at
your school qualify for free and reduced lunch,

Visit www.viterbo.edu/aya to download an AFA
application, which will be available after July
7, 2017. Application deadline is Wednesday,
Oct. 4, 2017 at 4 p.m. All applications must be
submitted online.
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Arts Education Outreach
When possible, we offer student outreach activities and residencies throughout the
academic year. There is limited availability for these activities and reservations will
be taken on a first come, first served basis. To inquire about the opportunities in this
brochure, email aya@viterbo.edu or call 608-796-3735. There may be a fee involved
with bringing an artist into your school.

Missoula Children’s Theatre Workshops
45-minute sessions
Nov. 1–3, 2017

The Missoula Children’s Theatre travels the country helping kids develop a love
of theatre through interactive presentations in their workshops and productions.
Missoula Children’s Theatre tour actor/directors will visit your school to work with
students interested in the basics of theatre. Workshop topics range from improvisation
and character/role development to mime techniques and make-up and visual effects.

La Crosse Dance Centre—Behind the Scenes of
Nutcracker Ballet
45-minute sessions
Early December 2017

Annually, the La Crosse Dance Centre presents their performance of Nutcracker Ballet
featuring a cast of local students. Take a behind-the-scenes look at what it takes to
create this production. Your students will enjoy an interactive question and answer
session, and will even learn a few dance moves.
*Programs, artists, and dates are subject to change.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Evening and Weekend Performances
There are numerous evening and weekend performances in our 2017–18 season that
may be of interest to you, your students, and their families. Rhythm of the Dance, Diavolo,
and Moscow Festival Ballet’s Giselle are great choices for those interested in dance. Music
lovers will enjoy The King’s Singers and Yamato: The Drummers of Japan. Other great titles
for family audiences include Kamikaze Fireflies, How I Became a Pirate, Missoula Children’s
Theatre’s Aladdin, and Roald Dahl’s James and the Giant Peach.
Contact our office if you would like to purchase group tickets to these performances.
Groups of ten or more receive 20% off the price of each ticket, and receive one
complimentary ticket per 10 purchased.
To learn more about all our performances this upcoming season, visit
www.viterbo.edu/fac.
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GRADES K–5

Janet’s Planet: A Tour through the Solar System
Tuesday, Oct. 17 at 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
$5 | 45 minutes
Curriculum Connections: STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art, and Mathematics)

Travel at the speed of thought with Janet and her JP Space Crew and visit all the planets
in our solar system. All systems are GO until Galileo, the ship’s super computer, suffers a
malfunction at the hands of Dr. Comet. Now Janet and the JP Space Crew must figure
out a way to repair Galileo and still take everyone on an out-of-this-world adventure that
starts at the Sun and goes all the way past Pluto. Let’s GO!

GRADES PK–3
Theatreworks USA presents

Pete the Cat

Monday, Nov. 27 at 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
$6 | 50 minutes
Curriculum Connections: family relationships, language
arts, literature-based
When Pete the Cat gets caught rocking out after bedtime, the cat-catcher sends him to
live with the Biddle family to learn his manners—and boy are they square! The minute
Pete walks in the door, he gets the whole family rocking… except for Jimmy Biddle,
the most organized second grader on planet Earth. Jimmy has lots of tests, and the last
thing he needs is some groovy cat turning everything upside down. But when Jimmy
draws a blank in art class during the last week of school, Pete is the perfect friend to
help him out. Join Jimmy and Pete on an adventure of friendship, all the way to Paris
and back in a VW Bus.
Based on the book by Eric Litwin

All Ages
La Crosse Dance Centre presents

Nutcracker Ballet

Friday, Dec. 8 at 10 a.m.
$6 | 120 minutes
Curriculum Connections: music, dance
An annual holiday classic presented by the La Crosse Dance Centre, this ballet is full of all
the color and spectacle of the holiday season. Join us and share the remarkable magic
with your students.
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GRADES 3–8
Virginia Repertory Theatre presents

I Have a Dream

Thursday, Jan. 18 at 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
$6 | 55 minutes
Curriculum Connections: biography, history, multicultural,
public speaking, character development
This compelling dramatization of the life and times of one of the most influential and
charismatic leaders of the century and the Civil Rights movement will inspire your
students as they experience this great leader’s struggle and his dream of lifting “our
nation from the quicksand of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood.”
By Bruce Craig Miller

GRADES PK–3
Theatreworks USA presents

Skippyjon Jones, Snow What

Monday, Jan. 29 at 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
$6 | 60 minutes
Curriculum Connections: language arts, literature-based,
family relationships
Mirror, mirror on the wall, who’s the bravest Chihuahua of them all? Skippyjon Jones, the Siamese
cat who thinks he’s a Mexican Chihuahua, of course! While his sisters listen to Snow White and
the Seven Dwarves, Skippyjon finds REAL adventure waiting in his closet. There, as his alter ego
Skippito Friskito—and with the help of his friends the Seven Chimichangos—Skippyjon must
rescue the beautiful princess Nieve Qué (Snow What), battle the evil dragon, and defeat the Bruja.
Based on the book series by Judy Schachner

GRADES 3–10
Mad River Theater Works presents

Freedom Riders

Wednesday, Feb. 7 at 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
$6 | 55 minutes
Curriculum Connections: history, language arts,
multicultural, character development
Set in 1961, 15 years after the U.S. Supreme Court outlawed segregation, bus lines and cities
throughout the South still enforced a rigid system of separating black and white citizens. The
Freedom Riders, black and white Americans, traveled together on buses that crossed state lines
despite hateful segregation and racism. Hear songs that celebrate the valiant and courageous
personalities behind one of the most critical chapters in the history of the Civil Rights movement
and American history. Freedom Riders demonstrates the importance of working together to affect
change, and how non-violent protests focused attention on the cruelties of segregation.
Play by Jeff Hooper, music by Bob Lucas

6

All Ages

Yamato: The Drummers of Japan

Chousensha: The Challengers
Monday, Feb. 12 at 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
$7 | 60–70 minutes
Curriculum Connections: music, dance, multicultural
The Taiko drum is a musical instrument deeply familiar to
every Japanese person. Since the dawn of history, Taiko’s rich reverberations have
filled people with inspiration and encouragement in a wide range of settings. Its
unmistakable sound is still heard throughout Japan today. Join us for an unforgettable
performance by this accomplished Taiko troupe.
GRADES PK–4
Griffin Theatre Company presents

The Stinky Cheese Man and
Other Fairly Stupid Tales

Friday, Feb. 16 at 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
$6 | 60 minutes
Curriculum Connections: language arts, literature-based,
storytelling
Poor Jack. He must use his wits to save himself from the terrible Giant, but a host
of familiar fairytale characters keeps messing up his plans—and then there’s that
annoying Stinky Cheese Man! The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales
deconstructs the tradition of the fairy tale. Characters slide in and out of stories,
Cinderella rebuffs Rumpelstiltskin, and Goldilocks meets the Three Elephants. Nothing
is quite the same as you remember it.
Based on the book by Jon Scieszka and Lane Smith

GRADES 4–8
ArtsPower presents

My Heart in a Suitcase

Wednesday, March 7 at 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
$6 | 55 minutes
Curriculum Connections: family relationships, historical,
literature-based, values-based
Anne Lehmann and her family no longer feel safe in their Berlin home. Life in Germany is
deteriorating quickly for the Lehmanns and all Jews in Germany; in order to protect their
daughter, her parents may have to say goodbye to her forever. Anne must struggle to bring
meaning out of despair, to cling to love and hope even in a world that seems filled with hatred
and violence. The result is a gripping and poignant production, a tribute to the strength of the
human spirit.
Based on the book by Anne L. Fox

7

GRADES PK–2
Childsplay Theatre presents

Go, Dog. Go!

Thursday, March 22 at 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
$6 | 55 minutes
Curriculum Connections: language arts, literature-based,
musical
Go, Dog. Go! brings the adventures of P.D. Eastman’s book to life in a frolicking musical
dog party. The cast of this beloved favorite has gone to the dogs—with cars, hats,
and even a wild game of ball. This hilarious visual spectacle even manages to sneak
important life lessons between innings. Go, Dog. Go! is a musical romp full of surprises,
color, clowning, vaudeville, singing/barking, audience participation and of course, six
lovable dogs.
GRADES K–5
Dallas Children’s Theater presents

How I Became a Pirate

Monday, March 26 at 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
$6 | 60 minutes
Curriculum Connections: language arts, literature-based,
music
AARRRGH! Sail off on a swashbuckling musical excursion as young Jeremy Jacobs joins
Captain Braid Beard’s band of comical pirates and searches for the perfect spot to bury
their treasure. Jeremy finds fun and adventure on the high seas, but soon learns that
home and family are treasures you can’t find on any map!
Book, music, and lyrics by Janet Yates Vogt and Mark Friedman
Based on the book by Melinda, Illustrations by David Shannon

GRADES PK–2
Theatreworks USA presents

Curious George

Tuesday, April 24 at 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
$6 | 50 minutes
Curriculum Connections: language arts, literature-based,
music, family relationships
On All–You-Can-Eat Meatball Day, George helped Chef Pisghetti cook delicious meatballs
and serve them to the hungry crowd—but the crowd vanished! Phinneas T. Lightspeed
and his Meatballs O’Matic machine was keeping them away. To help his friend, George
enters the Chef’s meatballs in the Golden Meatball Contest—in Rome. With every swing
and flip, George takes you through a fun-filled adventure during which he learns the “secret
ingredient” to cooking.
Based on the book series by Hans Augusto Rey and Margret Rey
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GRADES 3–8
Viterbo University presents

Roald Dahl’s James and
the Giant Peach

At the
Weber Center
for the
Performing
Arts

Thursday, April 26 at 9:30 a.m.
and 12:30 p.m.
$5 | 75 minutes
Curriculum Connections: language arts, literature-based,
values-based
When James is sent by his conniving aunts to chop down their old fruit tree, he
discovers a magic potion that results in a tremendous peach—and launches a journey
of enormous proportions. Based on the famous book by Roald Dahl, James and the
Giant Peach features a score by Tony®-nominated and Oscar®-winning composers
Pasek and Paul and guarantees to capture the heart and imagination of your students.
Words and music by Benj Pasek and Justin Paul; Book by Timothy Allen McDonald
James and the Giant Peach is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI).
All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI, 421 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019,
Tel: (212) 541-4684, Fax: (212) 397-4684. www.MTIShows.com

GRADES 2–7

Green Thumb Theatre presents

Land of Trash

Wednesday, May 2 at 9:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
$6 | 55 minutes
Curriculum Connections: environmental and personal
responsibility, healthy living
Land of Trash demonstrates the effects of environmental abuse. What will the world be
like in the year 2098? Nuke and Stryder live on the streets of an earth affected by climate
change. While exploring a toxic waste dump, they discover relics of the “old world”—
computers and digital electronics—garbage familiar to a present-day audience but
mysterious to the futuristic characters. When they come across an old man named Carson
who remembers the old world, they learn about the color and wonder that once existed
on Earth and are inspired to work with Carson to create a brighter future. Land of Trash
instills hope and articulates that it is never too late to reverse the damages of pollution.
By Ian Tamblyn
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Ronald McDonald®
House Charities
of Western
Wisconsin and
Southeastern
Minnesota
Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC) of
Western Wisconsin and Southeastern Minnesota
is proud to sponsor the Arts for Young America
Program since 1998. RMHC is committed to
enriching children’s lives in our area through
the power of live performance. More than
20,000 area youth and their families will
attend events at the Viterbo Fine Arts
Center this year and benefit from
the high quality programming.
RMHC of Western Wisconsin
and Southeastern Minnesota
provides grants to local notfor-profit organizations whose
programs address the needs
of area children regarding medical
issues, social concerns, and educational
opportunities. For information about our
charity or to learn how you may receive a grant application,
contact us at 608-781-8080 or www.mccourtesy.com.
We hope you enjoy these performances.
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